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Natural Resources Commission Asks Residents for Feedback on Wellesley Tree Bylaw 
 

January 17, 2018 (Wellesley, Ma) - The Wellesley Natural Resources Commission is gathering 

information on the town’s current Tree Preservation and Protection bylaw in response to 

concerns raised by residents about the many trees removed on private property in recent years.  

 

As the official Tree Warden for the town, the NRC is responsible for protecting and enhancing 

the urban tree canopy on all town-owned land, in accordance with Massachusetts General Law, 

Chapter 87.  Wellesley has more than 3-thousand public shade trees that beautify our town and 

benefit our community. These trees are managed by the NRC in partnership with the Wellesley 

Department of Public Works (DPW) through a regular maintenance and planting program. 

Wellesley has been named a “Tree City USA” by the Arbor Day Foundation for 34 consecutive 

years, the longest-running designation in the northeast. 

 

In 2011, Wellesley Town Meeting passed the Tree Preservation and Protection bylaw to 

encourage the protection of large trees on private property where houses are being demolished or 

developed. However, the effectiveness of this bylaw was questioned by residents at Annual 

Town Meeting last spring during discussions surrounding Wellesley’s Demolition Review bylaw 

prompting the NRC and the Wellesley Planning Board to review the existing tree bylaw.  

 

The NRC is asking residents to complete a brief online survey to give feedback. The survey is 

also on the NRC website. Residents are asked to respond by Friday, February 2, 2018. 

 

In addition, the NRC is now taking requests from residents who are interested in having town 

trees planted on their property this spring through Wellesley’s tree planting program. 

Homeowners who would like to be considered for this program should contact the Natural 

Resources Commission at nrc@wellesleyma.gov.  
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